DOGPATCH

KIT'S COOQNER

Our resident canine tastemaker shares her latest delights.

Water-wicking microfiber and
gentle rubber massage bristles:
what more could one dog ask
for? Plus, a percentage of the
Scrubby Towel's purchase price
goes to the ASPCA.
ginsey.com/brands_aspca.html
$18.99
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Deluxe Do

Pups very much at home in Texas tower

In mid-June, when the
first owners moved into
the Austonian, a 56-story
luxury high-rise in Austin’s
up-and-coming Second
Street District, some of
their welcome gift bags
included biscuits from
the Groovy Dog Bakery.
This was just one of many
gestures aimed at making
new canine residents feel
at home.

“Anybody who visits
Austin can see from the
get-go that it’s a pet-friendly
city, and during development
we considered the impor-
tance of embracing our
future homeowners’ pets as
an extension of the family,”
says Austonian marketing

The Canine Foot Bath >
makes cleaning Kit's
dainty paws a breeze:
insert, swish, remove,
dry and voila!
pawclean.com $9.95

director JoAnna Nuding,
who, like everyone on the
development team, has a
dog. In her case, a 10-year-
old black rescue Pug named
Sadie.

“We asked ourselves,
What is going to make
someone want to bring a pet
into an urban environment?”
Nuding says. The answer:

A 600-square-foot dog park
on the 10th floor with self-
draining artificial turf; a
fully loaded indoor groom-
ing area where owners can

Keeping clean,
staying dry—

< Early autumn picnics are
warmer (and drier) with a
Mambe waterproof pet
blanket to roll around on
great protection for beds
and furniture too.
mambeblankets.com
From $49

g Digs

DIY or
arrange for
in-building
“spa” services
with nearby
Dirty Dog
(one of il :
several neighborhood pet
businesses, including

a vet and doggy daycare,
partnering with the new
establishment); a designated
pet elevator; dog-loving
staff primed to lend a

hand including in-a-pinch
walks, even at 3 am; and,
importantly, no breed or
size restrictions.

Offering amenities and
services that go beyond the
merely pet-friendly is the
norm at many new high-end

it’s a full time joh!

Baths are low on Kit's priority
list, so for a quick clean up,
Opie & Dixie's rosehips dry
shampoo and conditioning
mist does the trick. Certified
organic plus 100% vegan.
opieanddixie.com From $8.95
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condos—from One Park
Place in Kansas City to Sky
Las Vegas on the Strip to
the Residences at the Ritz
Carlton in Toronto.

Why go so far for dogs?
Luxury-minded empty
nesters are downsizing, and
“the mindset of the empty
nester is the kids are gone
but thank God I've still got
my dog,” Austonian general
manager Terry Arteburn
says. “The dogs are now
their children,” and for
them, only the best will do.
Ranging from $586,000 to
$7.2 million and up, 40
percent of the Austonian’s
178 units were sold as of
early summer.

—Lisa Wogan
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